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Silly Story Scenes
(inspired by MadLibs)

How to Play:
1. Without reading the scene, think of words to fit each category in the word list 

for each scene. For example, “plural noun” might be “cars” and “past tense verb” 
might be “ran.”

2. Fill in the corresponding spaces with the words you have listed.

3. Read the new scene aloud for everyone to enjoy.

4. You may choose to read the original scene, if you’d like, to see how far your new 
scene is from the one in the book.

5. Repeat with a new set of words for that scene, or with one of the other Silly Story 
Scenes provided. 

6. If desired, choose another scene from your favorite Read Local Challenge book, 
and create your own Silly Story Scene by replacing key words with nouns, verbs, 
or adjectives, etc. 
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The Princess and the Frogs
by Veronica Bartles

Silly Story Scene: 

Princess Cassandra should have been the 
_________________ princess in the world. She had 
hundreds of _________________, thousands of 
_________________, and _________________ 
to bring her anything she wanted. There was only 
one thing she didn’t have. A _________________ 
friend.  “I want a pet that matches my favorite 
_________________ _________________,” she said. 
“We’ll _________________ and _________________ 
and _________________ all day. And at night, he will sit 
on my _________________ and _________________ 
to me.”  The _________________ Pet Handler 
searched for the perfect pet. But it wasn’t easy.  The 
mouse was too _________________.  The kitten 
refused to _________________.  The hippo wouldn’t 
_________________.  And none of the animals were 
_________________.

Word List:
 
Adjective: ___________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Verb: ________________
Adjective: ___________

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

Princess Cassandra should have been the happiest princess in the world. She had hundreds of dress-
es, thousands of books, and servants to bring her anything she wanted. There was only one thing 
she didn’t have. A best friend.  “I want a pet that matches my favorite green dress,” she said. “We’ll 
swim and jump and play all day. And at night, he will sit on my pillow and sing to me.”  The Royal 
Pet Handler searched for the perfect pet. But it wasn’t easy.  The mouse was too squeaky.  The kitten 
refused to swim.  The hippo wouldn’t jump.  And none of the animals were green.

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Plural Noun]

[Verb][Verb]

[Verb]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Noun]

[Verb]

[Verb]
[Verb]

[Adjective]
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Finding the Speed of Light: The 1676 Discovery 
that Dazzled the World

Illustrated by Rebecca Evans

Silly Story Scene: 

Jupiter, the planet Ole most liked to _________________, is 
_________________ times farther away from the Sun than 
the Earth is, a distance of more than _________________ 
million miles. If we added _________________ engines 
to our space-_________________, it would still take 
_________________ years to _________________ to Jupiter. 
          
Even on _________________ winter nights, when Ole 
_________________ and drank _________________ to keep 
warm, he  loved to look through his telescope and see Jupiter’s 
brown and _________________ stripes. Jupiter, named 
after the supreme Roman _________________, is a gigantic 
ball of _________________ gas, the _________________ 
planet in our solar system. More than _________________ 
_________________ could fit into Jupiter.

Word List:
 
Verb: ________________ 
Number: _____________ 
Number: _____________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Number: _____________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Number: _____________
Plural Noun: _________

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

Jupiter, the planet Ole most liked to watch, is five times farther away from the Sun than the Earth is, 
a distance of more than 480 million miles. If we added jet engines to our space-car, it would still take 
100 years to fly to Jupiter. 

Even on freezing winter nights, when Ole shivered and drank tea to keep warm, he  loved to look 
through his telescope and see Jupiter’s brown and white stripes. Jupiter, named after the supreme 
Roman god, is a gigantic ball of ice-cold gas, the biggest planet in our solar system. More than 1300 
earths could fit into Jupiter. 

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Verb]

[Verb]

[Number]

[Noun]

[Adjective]
[Noun]

[Noun]

[Number]

[Number]

[Number]
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Except When They Don’t  
by Laura Gehl  

Silly Story Scene: 

_________________   _________________   to fairy 
songs. _________________   play _________________   
all day long. Boys yell, “BOO! and _________________   
away. Girls like _________________   and 
_________________.   Except when they don’t. 

Word List:
Plural Noun: _________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Verb: ________________
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Plural Noun]

Original Scene: 

Girls perform to fairy songs. Boys play football all day long. Boys yell, “BOO! and run away. Girls 
like kittens and ballet. Except when they don’t.

[Plural Noun]
[Verb]

[Noun]

[Verb]
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Mother Ghost: Nursery Rhymes for Little Monsters  
by Rachel Kolar

Silly Story Scene: 

Mary had a little _________________;
His _________________ was _________________ as 
cloud,
And everywhere that Mary _________________
He followed in his _________________.
He followed her to _________________ one day
So _________________, _________________, and 
_________________;
The children _________________ and ran away
To _________________ a _________________ at 
school.

Word List:
 
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________
Verb: ________________ 
Noun: _______________ 

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

Mary had a little ghost;
His face was white as cloud,
And everywhere that Mary went
He followed in his shroud.
He followed her to school one day
So misty, pale, and cool;
The children screamed and ran away
To see a ghost at school.

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Noun]

[Verb]

[Adjective]

[Noun]

[Noun]
[Noun]
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A Colorful Tail
by Joan Waites

Silly Story Scene: 

Fox’s _________________   _________________,     
_________________  and   _________________  
the  _________________.  As the artist 
_________________  _________________  out his 
_________________  something _________________   
his _________________.

Word List:
Noun: _______________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Plural Noun: _________
Famous Person: _________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb] [Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Plural Noun]
[Famous Person]

Original Scene: 

Fox’s tail dotted, swished, and swirled the colors. As the artist Claude Monet looked out his window, 
something caught his eye.
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The Legend of the Fairy Stones  
by Kelly Anne White   

Silly Story Scene: 

The fairy _________________  dropped here and there, 
but first they _________________ in the air. When 
_________________ finally _________________ the 
ground, they turned to stones. But they weren’t round. 
Tucked in pads of _________________ and mosses, 
perceived losses turned to _________________! 
The _________________ stones on earth’s dirt floor 
dissolved the _________________ forevermore. Now 
even after all these _________________, the forest’s 
full of _________________. Look closely when 
you’re in the _________________, as fairy stones 
are _________________ and _________________. 
You spot one? _________________ it in a sack, 
for bravery is at your back. Hear woodland 
whispers _________________ to you of nature’s 
_________________.

Word List:
Plural Noun: _________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Place: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Verb: ________________
Verb: ________________
Plural Noun: _________ 

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Plural Noun]

Original Scene: 

The fairy tears dropped here and there, but first they lingered in the air. When teardrops finally hit 
the ground, they turned to stones. But they weren’t round. Tucked in pads of herbs and mosses, per-
ceived losses turned to crosses! The cross-shaped stones on earth’s dirt floor dissolved the grief forev-
ermore. Now even after all these years, the forest’s full of fairy tears. Look closely when you’re in the 
woods, as fairy stones are pure and good. You spot one? Stash it in a sack, for bravery is at your back. 
Hear woodland whispers speak to you of nature’s wishes.

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Plural Noun]

[Verb]

[Verb]

[Plural Noun]

[Plural Noun]

[Plural Noun]

[Place]
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Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Hears It All 
by Jacqueline Jules

Silly Story Scene: 

As we _________________   up the 
_________________, my feet _________________  
inside my superpowered _________________  
sneakers. I wanted to _________________  all over 
the _________________  with my Zapato Power. But I 
had to be careful about using my _________________. 
Mrs. Blaine had said to _________________   with 
the _________________  OR ELSE. I wasn’t sure what 
OR ELSE meant, but Mrs. Blaine made it sound like 
something I did not want to _________________. 

Word List:
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Adjective: ___________
Verb: ________________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________
Verb: ________________
Noun: _______________
Verb: ________________

[Noun]

[Noun]
[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

As we rushed up the steps, my feet tingled inside my superpowered purple sneakers. I wanted to 
zoom all over the museum with my Zapato Power. But I had to be careful about using my super-
speed. Mrs. Blaine had said to stay with the class OR ELSE. I wasn’t sure what OR ELSE meant, but 
Mrs. Blaine made it sound like something I did not want to find out.

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Verb]

[Verb]

[Noun]

[Verb]
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John Adams & the Magic Bobblehead 
by Deborah Kalb 

Silly Story Scene: 

She _________________   around for Nabby and 
her _________________ , but didn’t see any sign 
of them. Instead, she heard a _________________   
_________________   and a ________________’s   voice 
soothing it. And then the woman, _________________   
a _________________   baby, walked into the 
_________________.   Ava _________________.   The 
_________________   had to be Abigail. 

Word List:
Past Tense Verb: _________
Plural Noun: _________ 
Noun: _______________
-Ing Verb: ____________ 
Noun: _______________ 
-Ing Verb: ____________
Adjective: ___________
Noun: _______________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Plural Noun]

Original Scene: 

She looked around for Nabby and her brothers, but didn’t see any sign of them. Instead, she heard a 
baby crying and a woman’s voice soothing it. And then the woman, carrying a tiny baby, walked into 
the front room. Ava gasped. The woman had to be Abigail.

[Adjective]

[Noun]

[-Ing Verb]

[-Ing Verb]
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Charlie & Frog
by Karen Kane

Silly Story Scene: 

Charlie’s  _________________  weren’t the only lousy 
ones. Charlie’s parents were lousy, too. 
They never  _________________   Charlie in 
at night or made sure he  _________________  
his     _________________. They never bought 
Charlie _________________     _________________  
when his  _________________  ones were too 
_________________  to   _________________. 
They never remembered that Charlie’s  
_________________   needed to be replaced every  
_________________   months as suggested by the 
American Dental Association. No, Charlie had to 
do all those things for himself. But Charlie’s parents 
weren’t all  _________________  —they liked to 
_________________. In particular they liked to help     
_________________. 

Word List:
Plural Noun: _________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________
Adjective: ___________ 
Plural Noun: _________
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Verb: ________________
Noun: _______________
Number: _____________
Adjective: ___________
Verb: ________________
Plural Noun: _________

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Plural Noun]

Original Scene: 

Charlie’s grandparents weren’t the only lousy ones. Charlie’s parents were lousy, too. 

They never tucked Charlie in at night or made sure he ate his broccoli. They never bought Charlie 
new socks when his old ones were too holey to wear. They never remembered that Charlie’s tooth-
brush needed to be replaced every three months as suggested by the American Dental Association. 
No, Charlie had to do all those things for himself. But Charlie’s parents weren’t all bad—they liked to 
help. In particular they liked to help animals.

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Plural Noun]

[Verb]

[Verb]

[Number]
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Superheroes Don’t Eat Veggie Burgers
by Gretchen Kelley

Silly Story Scene: 

I’m about to remind her that I have  _________________  
practice when  _________________  ! Something  
_________________  into the back of my  
_________________, causing my  _________________     
to  _________________   like they’re inside a  
_________________   _________________.   Next thing 
I know, the smell of _________________    and pizza 
grease rushes toward me as my  _________________    
_________________       the   _________________.

Word List:
Noun: _______________
Sound: ______________
Verb: ________________
Noun: _______________
Plural Noun: _________
Verb: ________________
Adjective: ___________
Noun: _______________
Noun: _______________
Noun: _______________
Verb: ________________
Noun: _______________

Original Scene: 

I’m about to remind her that I have soccer practice when whap! Something smashes into the back 
of my head, causing my eyeballs to roll like they’re inside a pinball machine. Next thing I know, the 
smell of feet and pizza grease rushes toward me as my face meets the floor.

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]
[Noun][Verb]

[Sound]

[Verb]

[Plural Noun]

[Verb]
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Nikki On The Line
by Barbara Carroll Roberts

Silly Story Scene: 

Our next _________________ was against a 
_________________ from _________________ called 
the Blasters. Their uniforms were _________________ 
-- the same _________________ as the block of 
_________________ in the _________________ 
case in Mr. Bukowski’s classroom -- with a burst of 
_________________ in the middle of their jerseys 
that looked like a _________________ exploding. 
I guess they _________________ their uniforms 
look like that on purpose, because as it turned 
out, the Blaster _________________  basketball 
like a _________________ exploding on the 
_________________.

Word List:
 
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Place: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________
Noun: _______________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________
Verb: ________________
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

Our next game was against a team from Ohio called the Blasters. Their uniforms were yellow -- the 
same yellow as the block of sulfur in the rock case in Mr. Bukowski’s classroom -- with a burst of 
orange in the middle of their jerseys that looked like a bomb exploding. I guess they made their uni-
forms look like that on purpose, because as it turned out, the Blaster played basketball like a bomb 
exploding on the court.

[Adjective]

[Verb]

[Noun]

[Adjective]
[Place]

[Noun]

[Noun][Noun]

[Adjective]



Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators

Read Local Challenge sponsored by

SCBWI Maryland/Delaware/West Virginia 
with Virginia & Washington DC

Survivor Girl  
by Erin Teagan

Silly Story Scene: 

I _________________ my _________________ 
against the _________________ and see the 
_________________, illuminated in the spotlights 
above our garage. _________________ and red, 
a _________________ attached to the hood, 
nets and snake traps strapped to the top, and 
a _________________ holding a container of 
_________________ to the bumper. “He’s home.” 
I try to _________________, because it’s best if 
Mom doesn’t _________________ yet since  —  
officially  —  he was supposed to be home in time 
for my _________________ earlier that night. But 
when you’re dealing with _________________ 
and _________________ alligators and life and 
_________________, can you really be expected to keep 
_________________?

Word List:
Verb: ________________ 
Body Part: ___________
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Verb: ________________ 
Verb: ________________
Noun: _______________ 
Plural Noun: _________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________
Plural Noun: _________ 

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Plural Noun]

Original Scene: 

I press my face against the window and see the Jeep, illuminated in the spotlights above our garage. 
Green and red, a snorkel attached to the hood, nets and snake traps strapped to the top, and a bun-
gee cord holding a container of gas to the bumper. “He’s home.” I try to whisper, because it’s best if 
Mom doesn’t know yet since  —  officially  —  he was supposed to be home in time for my sixth grade 
graduation earlier that night. But when you’re dealing with time zones and monster alligators and 
life and death, can you really be expected to keep appointments?

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Verb]

[Verb]

[Noun]

[Verb] [Body Part]

[Plural Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]
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No Place Like Here  
by Christina June   

Silly Story Scene: 

We circled the house, admiring the details. Green 
_________________   grass in the yard. Stained-
glass sugar windows. _________________   
_________________   icing smoke coming from the 
perfectly built chimney. Sliced _________________   
flowers improving the curb appeal. There was even 
a _________________   mailbox made out of a 
_________________. 

“I can almost imagine a little _________________   
family living here, can’t you?” I asked Hannah. 

“More like a _________________  , boiling up 
_________________   _________________,” she said 
with a smirk, and before I knew what she was doing, 
a gumdrop flower had disappeared into her mouth. 
My _________________   _________________. She 
smirked again and _________________. 

Word List:
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________
Adjective: ___________
Plural Noun: _________
Body Part: ___________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Past Tense Verb: _________

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

We circled the house, admiring the details. Green coconut grass in the yard. Stained-glass sugar 
windows. Fluffy white icing smoke coming from the perfectly built chimney. Sliced gumdrop flowers 
improving the curb appeal. There was even a little mailbox made out of a tootsie roll. 

“I can almost imagine a little candy family living here, can’t you?” I asked Hannah. 

“More like a witch, boiling up little kids,” she said with a smirk, and before I knew what she was 
doing, a gumdrop flower had disappeared into her mouth. My eyes widened. She smirked again and 
shrugged.

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Noun]

[Adjective]

[Body Part]
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Castle of Concrete  
by Katia Raina

Silly Story Scene: 

I _________________ around. The _________________ 
flies with me, tracing a _________________ in the air 
around me. “I’ll wear it to _________________,” I say. 
“Ah, _________________, what are you saying?” Mama 
says. “Did you fall off the _________________? You can’t 
do that.”

My _________________ look subdues her hard, 
_________________ words.

“This is a Magen Dovid, Sonechka. A powerful 
_________________. A Jewish _________________. 
You don’t need that kind of attention.”

Word List:
Verb: ________________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Place: _______________
Name: _______________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Noun: _______________
Noun: _______________ 

[Noun]

Original Scene: 

I spin around. The star flies with me, tracing a circle in the air around me. “I’ll wear it to school,” I 
say. 

 “Ah, Sonya, what are you saying?” Mama says. “Did you fall off the moon? You can’t do that.”

My bewildered look subdues her hard, worried words.

“This is a Magen Dovid, Sonechka. A powerful symbol. A Jewish star. You don’t need that kind of 
attention.” 

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Noun][Verb]

[Place]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Noun]

[Name]
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[Color]

The Tombs  
by Deborah Schaumberg

Silly Story Scene: 

The _________________ stopped and 
_________________ at each other. Did she 
not recognize me? Of course—my work 
_________________. “It’s me. _________________.” I 
smiled. “_________________ Kohl.”
The other girl, with a _________________ face and a 
_________________ _________________ widow’s 
peak, smirked. “My dear Grace, is this an acquaintance of 
yours? She looks like a river rat up from the pier.”
Her laugh burned my _________________, but I 
ignored the insult, sure that Grace would put this rude 
_________________ in her place. “Grace?” I pleaded.
But Grace dropped her gaze. _________________ Face 
_________________ her grip on Grace’s arm. “Let’s 
_________________, Grace. She might have the pox.”

Word List:
Plural Noun: _________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________
Noun: _______________ 
Name (use twice): ________ 
Adjective: ___________
Adjective: ___________ 
Color: ______________ 
Body Part: ___________ 
Noun: _______________
Adjective: ___________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________
 Verb: ________________

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

The girls stopped and glanced at each other. Did she not recognize me? Of course—my work clothes. 
“It’s me. Avery.” I smiled. “Avery Kohl.”

The other girl, with a pointed face and a shiny black widow’s peak, smirked. “My dear Grace, is this 
an acquaintance of yours? She looks like a river rat up from the pier.”

Her laugh burned my cheeks, but I ignored the insult, sure that Grace would put this rude girl in her 
place. “Grace?” I pleaded.

But Grace dropped her gaze. Pointy Face tightened her grip on Grace’s arm. “Let’s go, Grace. She 
might have the pox.”

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Verb]

[Noun]

[Verb]

[Adjective]

[Body Part]

[Place]

[Noun] [Name]

[Name]
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Dagger and Coin  
by Kathy MacMillan

Silly Story Scene: 

My _________________ fell on the plants along the 
_________________. The _________________ of 
Raisa’s maschari _________________ was just a few 
shades paler than my _________________. The stem 
was _________________ enough to break easily, so 
I _________________ it into my hair, but my fingers 
faltered as I _________________ what she’d said 
after giving it to me. “Don’t _________________ 
_________________, even if you have a really 
_________________ opportunity.”
The flower was poisonous. If it came down to it, I would 
use whatever _________________ I had to against him.

Word List:
Body Part: ___________ 
Noun: _______________ 
Color: ______________ 
Noun: _______________
Noun: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Past Tense Verb: _________
Past Tense Verb: _________
Verb: ________________ 
Name: _______________ 
Adjective: ___________ 
Plural Noun: _________

[Past Tense Verb]

[Past Tense Verb]

Original Scene: 

My eyes fell on the plants along the wall. The blue of Raisa’s maschari flower was just a few shades 
paler than my dress. The stem was thin enough to break easily, so I tucked it into my hair, but my 
fingers faltered as I remembered what she’d said after giving it to me. “Don’t murder Jonis, even if 
you have a really tempting opportunity.”

The flower was poisonous. If it came down to it, I would use whatever weapons I had to against him.

[Adjective]

[Adjective]

[Plural Noun]

[Noun]

[Verb]

[Body Part]

[Noun]
[Noun]

[Name]

[Color]


