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What if your favorite KidLit book creator
used to go to your elementary school?
Authors and illustrators aren’t magical creatures that live in a land of fairy dust and sparkles. As KidLit Creators, we
visit these lands in our imaginations when we write and draw, but we’re people just like you. We eat and read and shop
in the same places you do. And we love meeting and connecting with our readers! We hope you’ll find a new favorite
book or two as you Read Local this year, and we hope to see you at one of our (in-person or virtual) events!

How to Join the Read Local Challenge:
Choose a challenge level, and start reading.

• That’s it! There are no pledges to sign or quizzes to take—Just lots of great books to make reading fun!
• Read one book or two … or every book on the list. It’s up to you!

Keep track of your reading with a Read Local Challenge Passport.
• Pick up a Read Local Challenge Passport from your participating school, library, or bookstore.
• Check off the books you read, and mark your favorites!
• Bring your passport to one of our book events for a special sticker or prize (while supplies last).

Nominate a school or library to win.

• Click the link on our website to nominate your favorite school or library to win a box of books from us.
• Each book you read gives the school/library you nominate one more chance to win.
• The winner will receive a box of books from the independent bookstore closest to the winning school/library!

Make it a competition!

• Gather a group of friends together or challenge your class (or even your whole school) to a reading race!
• What will you choose for a prize? A pizza party? A pajamas & popcorn party? A new book for the classroom
library? Bragging rights? It’s your challenge! You get to decide the rules!

Meet a local KidLit Creator, in-person or online.

• Check out the Read Local Challenge calendar to find our already-scheduled events.
• Follow us on social media, explore our websites, and sign up for our newsletters to keep up-to-date.
• This is the perfect time to meet us! All KidLit Creators participating in the challenge have
offered a 10% discount on our individual speaking rates to any group participating in the challenge. (See our
websites for more information, or contact us for current rates.)

Teachers, Librarians, & Group Leaders: Request your FREE Read Local Challenge Starter Kit.
Use the form on our website to request your materials. You will receive full-color posters, passports, stickers, etc. to
help you make the Read Local Challenge part of your literacy efforts for the 2022/23 school year.

Multi-author/illustrator visits can be coordinated at special rates. If you would like to set up a
KidLit Creator panel for your school, library or organization, please email your request (including your budget for the
event) to Read Local Challenge Coordinator Veronica Bartles at mddewv-ara@scbwi.org
The books on this list come from many different publishers (Harper Collins, Macmillan, Penguin Random House, etc.), but they
have one thing in common. All books in the challenge were written and/or illustrated by members of the Society of
Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators from Maryland, Virginia, Washington DC, Delaware, and West Virginia.
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find out more on our website: https://tinyurl.com/read-local-challenge

Learn more about us and our books on our website:

https://tinyurl.com/read-local-challenge

Click on the calendar to see our upcoming events, or click on an individual author’s profile picture to connect with us directly.

We can’t wait to meet you!

Questions?

Contact Read Local Challenge Coordinator Veronica Bartles:

mddewv-ara@scbwi.org

Veronica Bartles (Catonsville, MD) writes all
of her first drafts by hand, with pencils that
she started collecting in the second grade!
She is the Assistant Regional Advisor for
the MD/DE/WV region of SCBWI and the
author of The Princess and the Frogs and
Twelve Steps.

Meet the RLC Committee
Assistant Read Local Challenge Coordinators
Paula Artwell

(Washington, DC) is

adventurous when it
comes to trying new
foods. She's eaten
alligator, ostrich, frog,
and sea urchin.
She is the Assistant Read Local Challenge
Coordinator for the MD/DE/WV region of SCBWI.

Joyana Peters
McMahon (Fairfax, VA)
was a ballet dancer for
20 years and once
danced the role of the
Sugar Plum Fairy in the
Nutcracker.
She is the Assistant Read Local Challenge
Coordinator for the Mid-Atlantic region of SCBWI
and the author of SCBWI YA Spark Award winner:
The Girl in the Triangle.

Other Read Local Challenge Committee Members
In the fifth grade, Sharada Vibhakar (Clarksville, MD) won the Junior Chess Championship at her local
public library.
Leslie Eva Tayloe (Tappahannock, VA) was very shy as a child and didn't speak until she was 3 years old.
Leslie's older sister spoke on her behalf.
Caroline Noonan (Ellicott City, MD) read the original Star Wars novel, Star Wars: From the Adventures of Luke
Skywalker, before she ever saw the movies.
Kim C. Lee (Baltimore, MD) enjoys travel and is not afraid to go at it alone. She loves Italian culture, and one
of her most memorable solo trips was to Capri, Italy.
As a teen, Danielle Joseph (Rockville, MD) was cast as an extra in a Disney TV movie, as an adult, her first
book was made into a Disney TV movie! She has two books in this year’s Read Local Challenge!

