
Author Visit Tip Sheet 

 
From the Sweet Sixteens Debut Author Group 

 

Lois Sepahban, PAPER WISHES 

• Be very clear about what you're willing to do for your visit: cost, number of 

assemblies/classes included, length of session, etc.  

• Don't publicly post your rates (ever). Here's what happened to me--for the first 5 or so 

visits, I was willing to put up with things that I really didn't want to put up with because I 

was so excited/grateful to get a booking. But once I got several under my belt, I realized 

what worked for me and didn't work for me. Add to that many more requests that I can 

accommodate, and I'm considering increasing my visit fee. If it was posted publicly, I 

wouldn't be able to do that.  

• It's okay to say no. If you feel bad about saying no (like I do), you can offer a free Skype 

visit. 

 

Shari Schwarz, TREASURE AT LURE LAKE 

• Have a couple of 5 to 10 minute "tricks" up your sleeve for when you end up with a 

group of students for either a longer period of time than you were expecting or for other 

scheduling mishaps.  

• Have a quick writing activity that meshes well with your presentation/lesson that kids can 

do easily so you're not scrambling for ideas at the last second to keep them engaged.  

 

Kathleen Burkinshaw, THE LAST CHERRY BLOSSOM 

• I try to have a few questions that I can throw out there to get them started. Something 

like, "I'm often asked about any injuries my mom received from the bombing" and then 

answer that. Usually the students start to ask more questions after that.  

 

Cynthia Reeg, FROM THE GRAVE 

• I love to use some props to engage the students, like bringing different hats or costume 

parts to discuss creating characters. 

• And I always have a few monster jokes to share--and of course learn some new ones too! 

Kids love humor and so do I.  

Kathryn Purdie, BURNING GLASS 

• Mix it up with a few giveaways. 

• Leave a good chunk of time for Q&A.  

• Pair up with another author.  

• Make it fun, adding humor whenever possible, and making it interactive when you can.  

 

  



Laura Shovan, THE LAST FIFTH GRADE OF EMERSON ELEMENTARY 

• If you’re going to read from your book, choose a cliffhanger, but don’t leave kids 

hanging. Ask the audience for ideas about what might happen next. 

• Remember that your school visit plan is a work in progress. When something doesn’t get 

the response you expect, think about why and make an adjustment before your next visit. 

If the students get excited about part of your presentation, develop that portion and make 

it a highlight. 

• Be flexible and be prepared. Anything can happen from unexpected fire drill to the 

school forgetting to provide water, to technical glitches. Keep in mind that you may have 

to shift gears and try something on the fly. 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

To share with schools, so they can prepare for your visit 
“Preparing for Visiting Authors” by Robin Willis: 

http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/2017/03/middle-school-monday-preparing-for-visiting-

authors/ 

 

School Visit Advice 

• “Reaching Readers through School Visits,” by Gail Nall: 

http://www.kidliterati.com/2016/12/reaching-readers-through-school-visits.html?m=1 

• Cool School Visits Website, by Kim Norman: http://coolschoolvisits.com/ 
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